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SUBJECT: FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE/LTC DR. RENE FRANCO GAVILANES 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY SUBSECRETARY VALDEZ (#2 MAN) HAS ASKED 
IF IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO ARRANGE FOR AN ECUADOREAN ARMY 
DOCTOR (LTC RENE FRANCO GAVILANES) TO BE ADMITTED AS AN 
OBSERVER TO A TWO-MONTH COURSE IN MICRO-NEUROSURGERY AT 
A MILITARY HOSPITAL IN THE UNITED STATES. VALDEZ SUGGESTED 
WALTER REED HOSPITAL, IN A MEMORANDUM TO THE DCM, BUT THAT 
MAY JUST BE A REFLECTION OF LACK OF INFORMATION ABOUT 
MICRO-NEUROSURGERY COURSES IN OTHER MILITARY HOSPITALS 

IN THE US. LTC GAVILANES IS CHIEF OF THE NEUROSURGERY 
SERVICE IN THE MILITARY HOSPITAL OF QUITO. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT EMBASSY BE ADVISED OF 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR LTC GAVILANES TO ENTER, AS AN OBSERVER, 

A MICRO-NEUROSURGERY COURSE AT A MILITARY HOSPITAL IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 
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